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SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Mr. President, m e mbers of th e  body, the last
thing I w a n t e d  to d o  on the floor is to give the i m p r e s s i o n  of a 
threat, S e n a t o r  Tyson, and I di d  no t  intend  for t hat to be a 
threat, and I don't th ink the un i v e r s i t y  has m ade t hat threat. 
The issue on the un i v e r s i t y  budget is that t e a c h i n g  is their 
first priority, f ollowed by research, fol l o w e d  b y  extension. So 
it's a logical extension, if yo u  will, of the s t a tute that if 
cuts are t o  be m ade the th i r d  in their p r i o r i t y  list would be 
the one that is cut, and I di d  n ot inte n d  for t hat to be a 
cut ( s i c - t h r e a t ) , I was just try i n g  to be realistic. What I 
really w a n t e d  to t alk about was the fact that we h a v e . ..1 have a 
list h e r e  of things that, if I'm h e r e  n e x t  year, I will or 
others p r o b a b l y  w ill introduce a list of some things that we can 
cut, p r o g r a m  by program, and so perhaps this is a w a y  to put 
other c o m m ittees on...on not i c e  the things t hat  we c o u l d  cut or 
d i s card or take out. It's up to you if this is a core of 
N e b r a s k a ... of services a state should be providing: textbook 
loan p r o g r a m  is $403,000; school b r e a k f a s t  rei m b u r s e m e n t  is 
$301,000; h i g h  a b i lity learners is no w  at 3.259, 3 million, over
3 m i l l i o n  dollars, h i g h  a b ility learners; ag opportunities 
v a l u e - a d d e d  is $950,000, by the way, that goes a way automatic 
b e c ause that was a t h r e e-year program; N e b r a s k a  advocacy 
services, $224,000; senior companion, $200,000; area agencies on 
aging, $3.7 million; local transit authority, $641,000; 
i nnercity bus subsidy, $114,000; guard t u i t i o n  assistance, 
$855,000; land surveyors, that's ongoing, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I'd use 
land surveyors, we need a land surveyor. T h e  Board of 
Agriculture, $303,000, that's the State Fair. This y ear we cut 
completely. In your budg e t  this year, th e r e  is no support for 
the Neb r a s k a  State Fair. M a n a g i n g  M a i n  Stre e t  is $118,000; 
M i c r o e n t e r p r i s e  D e v e l o p m e n t  Act, $475,000; in d u s t r i a l  training, 
$600,000; v e nture capital forum, $190,000; crime v i c t i m s  was 
$200,000, we di d  cut that? indigent d e f e n s e  rei m b u r s e m e n t  is 
$902,000, and the Rural Deve l o p m e n t  C o m m i s s i o n  is $358,000. 
There's p r o b a b l y  4 to 5 m i l l i o n  plus d o llars in t hat v ery issue 
that we can cut p r o g r a m  by p r ogram that we cannot do in our 
committee w i tho ut a change in the statute. I filed an amendment 
that will be coming up, not next b ut after that, to cut a 
Regional Center, and I fully intend to purs u e  a s t u d y  on that
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